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UK Coalition Government Update
The Liberal Democrats get five cabinet posts and fifteen ministerial positions in return for supporting a Conservative government with Nick Clegg MP as Deputy Prime Minister, and David Cameron MP as Prime Minister.  Both coalition parties say they are committed to encouraging people to participate in their communities and giving them a greater say in decisions that affect their lives and the Conservative’s “Big Society” idea has been confirmed as part of the agreement. This was one of the earlier talks to flesh out the coalition agreement, and largely seems to impact on devolved areas and that will not affect Scotland directly.  Proposals include a ‘Big Society’ volunteering day, support for neighbourhood groups and training of community activists, and police forced to reveal crime statistics for local areas.  The National Citizen Service is at this stage aimed at 16 year olds, and so would not impact directly on Scotland unless it gets extended and tied into benefits eligibility.

· The Programme for Government was published on the 20th May
· The Queen’s Speech is scheduled for the 25th May.

· The date set for an emergency budget is the 22nd June. 

· Full spending review in the autumn.
Some highlights from the coalition agreement and Programme for Government
Human Rights

“We will establish a Commission to investigate the creation of a British Bill of Rights that incorporates and builds on all our obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights, ensures that these rights continue to be enshrined in British law, and protects and extends British liberties. We will seek to promote a better understanding of the true scope of these obligations and liberties.”  (Programme for Government)
Deficit Reduction

£6bn cuts to "non-frontline" services in 2010/11

“main burden of deficit reduction borne by reduced spending rather than increased taxes. “
Pensions and Welfare

Will replace all existing welfare to work programmes with a single welfare to work programme. Jobseeker's Allowance claimants facing the most significant barriers to work to be referred to the single programme immediately (not after 12 months).

“We will realign contracts with welfare to work service providers to reflect more closely the results they achieve in getting people back into work.”

“creating an integrated work programme with outcome funding based upon the DEL/AME switch. "receipt of benefits for those able to work should be conditional on the willingness to work"

All incapacity benefit claimants to be reassessed.

Unemployed to have access to business start-up loans and business mentors.

"job creation and green investment, such as work programmes for the unemployed and a green deal for energy efficiency investment"

Reform Access to Work

Will restore the earnings link for the basic state pension from April 2011, with a ‘triple guarantee’ that pensions are raised by the higher of earnings, prices or 2.5%.

International aid

Target of spending 0.7% of GNI on overseas aid to remain in place.  Department for International Development to keep its efficiency savings.

Tax Measures
"a substantial increase in the personal allowance from April 2011, with the benefits focused on those with lower and middle incomes" (with the long-term objective being to increase the personal allowance to £10,000). 

Future Jobs Fund

The Future Jobs Fund has become one of the first victims of the new government’s public spending cuts.

As part of the plans set out in the £6bn of spending cuts, Ministers have decided that no further bids to the Future Jobs Fund will be approved for funding. 


The programme was designed to reduce unemployment amongst 18 to 24 year olds 
during the recession. It provided six month jobs with voluntary and public sector employers for people who had been unemployed for at least six months. 

It had been expected that the programme, which was due to last until 2012, would employ around 5,000 young people in voluntary organisations in Scotland. 

However, the total number of young people to go through the programme in the voluntary sector will now be less than half that number.

The Department of Work & Pensions is now working to develop the Work Programme which it says will provide new opportunities for national and local partners to contribute to the government’s programme to tackle unemployment.


Banking Reform
"free national financial advice service, which will be funded in full from a new social responsibility levy on the financial services sector." 
“We will reform the banking system to avoid a repeat of the financial crisis, to promote a competitive economy, to sustain the recovery and to protect and sustain jobs.”

“We will introduce a banking levy and seek a detailed agreement on implementation. “

Equalities
Extend the right to request flexible working to all employees.

Push for unequivocal support for gay rights and for UK civil partnerships to be recognised internationally. 

Immigration
An annual limit on the number of non-EU economic migrants admitted into the UK to live and work. 
End to detention of children 
Stop deportation of asylum seekers whose sexual orientation or gender identification puts them at proven risk of imprisonment, torture or execution. 

Political Reform
House of Lords reform, STV. 
Referendum on Alternative Vote for House of Commons (not fully proportional).

"the radical devolution of power and greater financial autonomy to local government and community groups"

Five year fixed-term parliaments. (Next elections on first Thursday in May 2015)
Statutory register of lobbyists.
Petitions with over 100,000 signatures eligible for debate

Constitution
Will implement Calman proposals.

No changes to devolution funding system before public finances stabilised

“We will review the control and use of accumulated and future revenues from the Fossil Fuel Levy in Scotland.” 


Civil Liberties 
Restoration of rights to non-violent protest

Scrap ID cards.


New Cabinet posts of interest: 
Brief biographies of those in posts of most interest to the voluntary sector in Scotland are detailed below: 

Charities Minister Nick Hurd (Con) 
Opposition Whip and member of the Shadow teams for Justice, Communities and Local Government from 2007 to 2008.  Shadow Minister for Charities, Social Enterprise and Volunteering  since October 2008.  Was a member of the Environment Audit Committee.  He introduced the Private Members’ Bill that was to become the Sustainable Communities Act 2007.
Secretary of State for Scotland Danny Alexander (Lib Dem) 
Previously Chief of Staff to Party Leader Nick Clegg and Chair of the Party's Manifesto group - took the lead in writing the Party's manifesto for the 2010 election and was instrumental in coalition talks.  He had also previously been Shadow Work and Pensions Secretary.  David Mundell (Con) is Mr Alexander's junior Minister of State. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne (Con)

Held the shadow Chancellor post since May 2005.  One of the Chancellor’s first acts has been to establish an independent Office for Budget Responsibility, to keep future economic forecasts independent of government. 

Secretary of State for Work and Pensions - Iain Duncan Smith (Con)

Led the Conservative Party between 2001 and 2003 but was not seen as successful.  Since then he has been working with the Centre for Social Justice and is a champion of the view that social justice should be natural territory for the political Right.  Also the view that family breakdown and the undermining of the institution of marriage have led to social failure.
Secretary of State for the Home Department; and Minister for Women and Equalities Theresa May (Con)

Previously Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and Shadow Minister for Women. Worked in the City before becoming an MP and had been in the Shadow Cabinet since 1999. Known as a moderniser, but equality groups have concerns about her voting pattern on LGBT issues, and are circulating a petition against her appointment.  Since coming into her post she has given her commitment to “creating a society that is fair for everyone and supports equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people.” She has also said that she supports the Equality Act.  She spoke of replacing the Human Rights Act with a UK Bill of Rights – but the Programme for government specifically includes commitment to the Human Rights Act.
Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills Vince Cable (Lib Dem)

Liberal Democrat Treasury spokesperson from 2003, enjoyed a high public profile for his analysis of the global credit crunch. Deputy Leader of the Liberal Democrats in March 2006 and from October to December 2007 he served as acting leader after Sir Menzies Campbell's resignation.

First Secretary of State, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs William Hague (Con)

Led the Conservative party during Tony Blair's first term as Prime Minister. 

Secretary of State for International Development Andrew Mitchell (Con)

Held the shadow post since the 2005 election. First elected in Gedling in 1987, lost his seat in 1997, and returned to Parliament in 2001 as MP for Sutton Coldfield. The coalition government has given its commitment to retaining the target of spending 0.7% of Gross National Income on overseas aid, and the International Development Department will be allowed to reinvest their savings, whereas savings in other departments (apart from health and defence) will be used to reduce the deficit.
Ministerial Posts of interest

Immigration - Damian Green MP (Con)

DWP - Chris Grayling MP (Con), and Steve Webb MP (LD)

DFID - Alan Duncan MP (Con)
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