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LOCALISM AND THE JOINT TASK GROUP – NEXT STEPS
Context
The Joint Task Group was an initiative between SCVO, SOLACE, COSLA and Scottish Government to address concerns and potentials for the Third Sector’s relationship with government at a local level.

The Task Group’s progress has come to what might be seen as a natural break. The publication of the succinctly titled “Joint Statement on the Relationship between Government and Third Sector at Local Level” represents the areas of agreement between partners. This allows for a number of actions to be taken to strengthen the relationship and within that the position of the third sector. There are four possible strands of forward action to be overseen by a twice-yearly meeting of the original task group partners at senior level:
1. Monitoring of the Task Group statement
The Task Group statement contains a number of important provisions for the Third Sector and government. These include:
· Reserves and clawback;
· Inflationary Uplifts;
· Representation on Community Planning Partnerships;
· Ensuring comprehensive Commissioning processes rather than just competitive tendering;
· Maintaining grant funding for third sector organisations;
· 3 year funding or longer.
All need to be monitored, and there is an important role for the Task Group in making sure that these elements are being implemented.  A benchmark is now available in the form of a snapshot survey undertaken by SCVO in collaboration with Voluntary Action Scotland in December 2009/ January 2010.
(Please review Paper 6: Scotland’s voluntary sector statistics to inform the discussion on how we move forward on monitoring the commitments in the Joint Task Group statement).
2. Identification and Promulgation of Good Practice
The Task Group process was underpinned by the understanding that there was a great deal of good practice in relationships between government and the third sector. This good practice could easily be codified by the Task Group and promulgated to local authorities and third sector infrastructure. This could be closely tied to the identification of Third Sector champions.
3. Widening Third Sector Concerns to other Community Planning Partners
The Task Group process focused on Local Government through officials (SOLACE Scotland) and Councillors (CoSLA). There are significant opportunities in engaging other partners, particularly the NHS Boards.
This should be raised as part of the process, and taken forward by Scottish Government, who have closest links with other partners, or CoSLA where the partners are most closely linked to Local Authorities. This will be particularly important for partners working in areas like health, where local authorities have a limited role. It may give the best opportunity for the third sector to promote its role in these areas.
4. Stakeholder meetings
We are running a series of meetings on the following areas:
· The Concordat and Single Outcome Agreements, with third sector experts; this group met on 4th March – Paper 10 presents a full report
· Third sector champions in Local Government, with their Interface colleagues
· Funding with third sector experts.
It is expected that these will produce some of the material allowing shared good practice, and will allow insight into the functioning of localism and the future of the Concordat.

(Please review Paper 10: A voluntary sector approach to the Concordat and Single Outcome Agreements as these present new initial information that should inform the discussion on how we move forward on this agenda).
Discussion:
1. How can we ensure that statutory partners live up to the existing commitments they have made through the Joint Task Group? What action should we take if they do not live up to their commitments?
2. Do we continue to support the principle of a Concordat? If so, what should the structure of a potentially new Concordat look like after the Scottish Parliament elections 2011?
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