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The Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill
	Background
Under the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, a market operator’s licence must be obtained for any event where goods are sold to the public.  Charities, community groups and religious organisations are currently exempt from having to purchase a market operator’s licence. However the Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill seeks to remove this exemption (in Part 8, section 125).


	What’s the problem?
The removal of this exemption for “functions held by charitable, religious, youth, recreational, community, political or similar organisations” has the potential to be devastating for the community and voluntary sector.  Removing the exemption would mean that events like church fundraisers, village fetes and bring-and-buy sales would need to have a market operator’s licence, issued by the local authority.  While such a licence varies in cost between local authorities, the average fee is already around £200 a year. Many village halls, which often organise such events, have annual incomes of only £3000 a year or less. 
This will have serious repercussions for charitable and community organisations, particularly those at the grassroots level.  The obligation to spend several hundred pounds on a licence takes money from local good causes and may lead to people abandoning local volunteer fundraising altogether.  
The removal of the exemption currently enjoyed by charities and community groups was recommended by a Scottish Executive Task Group in 2004, contrary to calls from Cosla.  The reason given for the decision was that events such as car boot sales could put public safety at risk, however the Task Group admitted that public safety was no more at risk at events run by community groups than at events run by any other type of organisation.  Furthermore, the caveat suggested by the Task group - that local authorities could choose not to charge charities, or consider a revised fee structure - is simply unrealistic in the current economic climate.  In such a climate, there is very little incentive for local authorities not to charge charities and community groups to hold such events. 


	What’s the solution?

Given the potential damage from its removal, SCVO strongly urges the Justice Committee to amend the proposed Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill to maintain the exemption for charities and community groups.  
We would be very happy to give evidence to the Committee on this issue.  


Contact us:

Sarah Beattie-Smith, 

Communications and Campaigns, 
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations
0131 474 8045 or 07790 601 995
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